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W Am 4a great admirer of your Writings, and 
- #5 ſome curious Obſervers come to know Pi- 
- ures : ſo i came to know the Letter out of 


"the Country to a Member of this preſent Parlig- 


. ment to be one of your Pieces. No Child was 


.. eyer more like the Father 3 and I amalſo confirm'd- 


* in my Opinion by rhe concurrent Judgment of other 


aders; and I will venture all the Reputation I have, 


+ 84 Critick in Pamphlets, that ir is .an Original ; for 


ially. Li- 


ou have a peculiar way of wricing, ej 
bc ag cnn 


which no Man hath, nor any 


 defirets have in ſuch PerfeQion as your ſelf. 


. One of your Acquaintance, who knows. your hand 


| pe ele bad got read two of the ,Fourreen Pages, 


% v 
T. Y 


e he cried our this is Eraſmws. or the Devil: And 


> therefare Sir, when you write the next Libel, neither 


conceal your own, nor —_ your Bookſellers 


- Name;-for your yenomous Stile will diſcover you in 


every Period, and it is by that we now come to 
know-who-you are 3 but fince you appear wichour 
our Fracco, 1 ſhall take the liberty to pull off your 

bes, and ſhew the Wolf under the Sheeps 


coin; for ſoI ſhall make it appear you are to the 


Six Ri my duogghone your whole Letter, under the 
cover of Friendſhip and Tenderneſs : But Sir, tho' 
to kiſs and betray with the ſame Breath, may, as 
tumes now.go, paſs for a venial Sin in a Policitian, yer 
the World abhors ir in a Divine. 

To bp thenart the firſt Page, There you ſay, you 
approve the deſign of the Letter to a Member of che 
Houſe of Commons, - but you do not like the. method 
which ir takes; and you acknowledge the Biſhops co 
be excellent Perſons, for whom you have a parti- 
cular Veneration, but ren you ſay in the ſame Period 
72r they wilfully expoſe themſelves to the rigour of the 


_ This, Sir, purs me in mind of a Story of the late 
Earl of Shaftshury, concerning a Clergyman of your 


F- 4 Bs bi an ao.s 
Ld ® 
4 4 We -(-- q 
tg BOO ST x 


Worn £ 
* + 43 
me * 
*7 _ 
4; 


5 W-- þ A % « Has - 
C y h bo $edoth, " # f AS v5 "8 0 IG: 7 
” , I 4, SW #4S pu oY * v5 PT - sf A £7 y LY ES: ; ; %— 
< ” . -* D <+"%.x of j - s - G ws 7, y, = 4 
- - 


- 


4 FE. 
"he" en RS. pf 
- . 
£5 NYr- IE 18 
Member 


Country, to a 


. Parliament : 'Occaſumed by a late Letter to a Member of the Houls-of Þ 
os ; 


= Commons, concerning the Biſhops lately in the Tower, and now wider Þ 


{® 


rhe good Biſhops in your Letter : You like the de- 
ſign of preventing their Sufferings, bat you quarrel 
at the Authors Mcchod; and they are excellenr Per- 
ſons for whom you have a' particular Veneration, bat 
yet they are wilful Men. _ +. 

There ts a more divine and getiuine Principle,which 
you have often prerended in Betiale of others, called 
Conſcience 3 and if you had any Charicy or Kind- 
neſs for them, you would have reſolv'd their Non- 
compliance into that ; bur you know very well, that 
if you could make the World belicve that they are 
wilful, they could not believe them to be excellenr 
and whe 
teach us, 1s either, the Effe& of weakneſs, as in 
Children; or of Coutempr and Contumacy, as in Men 
of proud rebellious Spirits, whom rhe Scriptures 
call Sons of Belial;. a 
ful in the former ſence, you can neither count them 
Exeellent nor Venerable ; and if they are ſo inthe 


you wiſh ſome expedient were found out to heep them 
from ſuffering the 1igour of the Law. Logicians tell us, 
that ſome Adjundts deſtroy their Subjeas ; and thar 
Propoſitions ſignifie nothing, wherein the Terms-con- 
tradi& one another 3 -but what is Noncenſe in ſtri& 
Logick, makes a malicious Figure in Rhercorick, ne- 
ceflary for ſome Men and Cauſes, and therefore we 
find ic ſo often jn your Reply. | But I cannor go on, 
till I firſt examine your Objection againſt the method 
of the Letter. The Author of ir ſuggeſts ſome Ar- 
guments and Motives, upon the confideratidin of 
which, he hopes the Wiſdom of the Parliament will 


find out ſome Expedient to reſtore the Biſhops. He 


doth not preſume ro name the Expedienr, and yer 
you cenſure this as a Prepoſtrous way of Proceeding, 
and with great Candor call ir a peremptory preſcribing 
to the Parliament, chough he Preſcribes nothing ar all. 
Bur now, Sir, had the Biſhops, according to your 
direions, F agreed upon their own Expedient, and 
gropee's ic to the Parliament, 


ing to the Wiſdom of the Parliament, from whom 
they ought to receive and not-to give Propoſals; and 
that nothing could be more Preſumpruous, than for 
them to offer their *- Projefts. to the two Houſes; of e- 
vading their own Laws. Thus, Sir, you ſec how 11! 


will can make everlaſting ObjeQions againſt any me» . 


latter, as you hint plainly in other * Places, how can * 


le Men; for wilfulnefs, as Philoſophers 


if you think they are wil-_ 
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on might as well J 
ve called that a peremprory and inſolene Preſcrib- ' * 


thods of effeRing a deſign which ir doth nor like. This 2 
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=” in truth'is the Caſe with you ; you do not like the de-- 
* fign of the Letrer in favour of the Biſhops, there- 
> fore you pick quarrels with the Merhod, though #s 
- you know very well, and no Man better, there is nothing 
* more common, than for Men, both from the Preſs and 
: Pulpit, to propoſe things ro the Conſideration of the 
Parliament in favour of thoſe, who lie under the 
preſſure of ſevere Laws, * without applying firſt unto 
them, And why may they not have the common fa- 
vour of other Subje&s, of getting Bills of eaſe brought 
into Parliamenr, by the Intereſt of their Friends in ir ? 
Yau ſay they obliged the whole Nation by their former 
Sufferings,and then methinks they may have the com- 
mon favour which other Difſenters ofren found, for 
whoſe eaſe many Motions have been made in ſeveral 
Parliaments withour Petitioning the Houſe, 

I am confident had they Perition'd you, there 
would have heen no need of Petitioning the Parlia- 
- ment; ſuch a Condeſcenfion would have gratified 
your Ambition to ſucha degree, that you would have 
wrote ten times better for them, than you have done 
againſt chem,and if I had been worthy to advize their 
Lordſhips, they ſhould have made timely Application 
to you, and begged your advice and aſſiſtance, with 
a ſubmiſſion ſurable to ſo grear a Spirit. 

The Cap and Cringe of your Metropolitan would 
for certain have done wonders ; it could not but have 
melred you down into Pity, if .not into Tears, in 
which you can be fluent upon occaſion : Bur it ſeems 
od Age has made him as ſtiff as Mordecar 3 he will 
not Bow nor do Reverence to you ; and, Sir, you 
_ Ambition can forgive any thing ſooner than 
: - | off 

I come now to the bufineſs of the Declaration, 
which the Biſhops withſtood with ſo much Zeal and 
Courage 3 and the Letter in favour of them gives due 
weight tothe Merits of this great Aion, which you 
with your wonted Ingenuity and Arcifice endeavour 
rodepreſs. You grant it was a glorious Action, but 

then we ought not to magnifie them ſo extreamly for it 
becauſe it was their Duty. Bur Reverend Sir, may we 
not exrreamly magnifie Men for doing their Dury ? If 
not, why were they ſo extreamly magnified here 
, and in Holland, ar the time of doing of it ? and if we 
* may$Why ſhould we nor magnifie them as much ſtill ? 
Dorh this generous Aion in which they ventured ſo 
much, loſe irs Merits, as ſome generous Liquors loſe 
their Spirirs in leſs than Eighteen Months time ? It was 
indeed their Duty, becauſe other wiſe it had been their 
Sin : But if Men muſt nor be as much magnified, as 
that Author magnifies the Biſhops for doing their Du- 
ty in ſuch difficult and dangerous Circumſtances, and 
with the hazard of all that was dear to them in this 
World 3 than the Wiſdom of the Church hath been 
very impertinent, in Celebrating the Sufferings of 
Martyrs and Confefſors, and the Apoſtle alſo nor a lit- 
tle laviſh in the Praiſes of the Jewiſh Heroes, whom 
he magnifies extreamly for doing nothing but what 


2 


was their Duty to do. Nay, Sir, 
Rule, we are no longer to -make 
the I Degree, for his many and great Suffer- 
ings, becauſe they were all the Indiſpenſable Duty of 
an Apoſtle; but nevertheleſs he boaſted of them 
which is more than ever I heard the Biſhops did of 
that Heroick Aion, alchough you ſuggeſt, as if the 
did borh ro God and Man. Thoſe excellent Perſons "a 
too much Humility, or elſe, &c. This, Sir, js nothin 
more or leſs chan your old way of Butting with a, 
Particles. | They are excellent Perſons, aud have 
much Humility 3 But they boaſt roo much of one 
good Aion, This, Sir, muſt be your meaning, or 
elſe you are very impertinent in ſending of them 
ro our Saviours Leflon of Humility, which: all the 
World knows they have learned much betrer than 
your (elf. | 
Yeu goon 1n the ſame Figure, confeſſing they beha. 
ved themſelves gallantly in that SF ; +4 = 
it muſt be owned, there never was an Aion, by which a 
whole Nation was more obliged, than by that of the Bj. 
ſhops. Now, Sir, if this be not your way of bance- 
ring, then why ſhould we not magnifie them ex. 
treamly for it? and the Repreſentatives of che Nz- 
rion requite them for it too ?'Can any thing better 
become them, than to take into their Conſiderx- 
tion the National Obligation of fuch a meritorious 
AQton, and return it upon the worthy Parriors, by 
ſaving them who ſaved the Nation from ruin, in offe- 
ring themſelves, as it might have proved, a Sacrifice 
to Arbitrary Power ? Had LCurtius reviy'd, after he 
ſtoprt the Plague, ſurely the Roman Senate had done 
much more for him, than relax a Law in his Favour, 
the Merir of ſo brave an Aion would have deſcend- 
ed with great advantage upon his Family : But leſt 
our Senators ſhould do a mere Negative kindneſs for 
our celebrated BenefaRors, in nor ſuffering them to 
periſh, you But down all the Merit of thar great Adi- 
on, which before you had ſer up. 
prece of Piety, and the whole Kingdom was obliged 
by 1t 3 but yet we ſhould be t09 partial to them, and un- 
juft to others, ſhould we ſuffer them to engroſs all the 
Praiſe of that great and glorious Scene. But great and 
glorious Sir, who defires they ſhould have all the 
py Harh a General all rhe Praiſe of the Vifory, 
cauſe he hath the chief ſhare in the Triumph ? Or 
dothe Friends of our Heroic Biſhops, think thatall 
the Praiſe of that eminent Acton is due to them, be- 
cauſe ſuch a mighty ſhare of ir is? They aſcribe no 
more Praiſe to them, than is ſtritly due to the Prin- 
cipals 1n all great Achievements ; nor is this any pre- 
judice to their Seconds, who have their reſpedive 
Parts 1n 1c; | | 
You make indeed a very Pompous recital of the 
Nobilty, Gentry, Lawyers,and inferior Clergy, wha aſſiſted 
and ſeconded them it ;, theſe you alſo call theirParcners: 
Bur I dare boldly ſay, none of them, nor all of chem 
rogether, will pre:end to an equal ſhare of _— 
wk 


according to 


Page 


Page g 


your: Par 
Encomiums of him in. © 
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-wich chem in that Undertaking, (for they were alone 
in the Petition, and hazard of Peritioning) and yer 


are willing that all their Seconds and Partners, 


' ſhould ſhare as deep in the Reward as themſelves, who 
' were the Principals, and be Partners with them in 
: thar, For the inferior degrees of Merit in that fig- 
: nal Viory over Arbitrary Power are ſo great, thar 
' theSeconds and Aſliſtants may wichout preſumption 


retend to all rhe fayour of all our Legiſlarors, which 


\ theLetter pleaded for in behalf of the Biſhops 3 and 


we heartily wiſh, that all their Adherents in chat Acti- 
on, whether Lords or Commons, or Inferior Clergy- 
men, that are in the ſame ſtare of Sufterings, may 
have relief as well as they. 

Some of thoſe of the Inferjour Clergy 3 who you 
ſay, were as forward as the Biſhops, are now in che 
ſame Condition with them ; and had not one of them, 
whois a Perſon as tall in merir, as any of his Bre- 
thren, oppoſed the reading of the Declaration with 
more than ordinary Zeal, Coutage, and Reaſon; it 
had likely been read in ſome of rhe moſt confidera- 
ble Churches in London, by Men whoſe obſequious. 
Examples, would have had a great Influence over 
the whole Nation, 

And now, Sir, divide the praiſe and thanks of that 
great Aion, inco as many parts as you pleaſe, only 
et the Biſhops have their due ſhare 3 which you are 
loth rogive them, For in diminution of their Cou- 
rage, you tell us, that it had been of no uſe, had. they 
nat been ſeconded ſo bravely, Bur, Sir, had it been the 
leſs Heroical, or the Undertaking leſs brave for that ? 
Itis Recorded in our Hiſtories, to the immortal He- 
nour of Thomas Merckes Biſhop of Carliſle, that he 
ſtood up alone both againſt Kling and Parliament in 
defence of his Depyſed Soveraign, when none would, 
becauſe ncne durſt ſ-cond him. His Speech deſerves to 
be read by all gallant Men,though for want of Seconds 
in the Houſe it was of no uſe to him, or his old fMa- 
ſter, But, Sir, you are ſuch a Man of Honour, as 
toundervalue the bravery of an Heroick Ation for 
want of Succeſsz-and ſuch a Caſuiſt roo, as ro deter- 
mize Caſes of Conſcience by telling of Noſes:z or 
Elſe how came you to ſay, That how many Partners ſq- 
ever the Biſhops had in refuſing the Declaration, in; refu- 
ſing the Oaths they muſt bear the blame alone, n1 body pre- 
tending to ſhare with them in that, ſo that they muſt fland 
or fail by themſelves. Bur, pray Sir, how many in the 
whole Raman Empire bore the tlame with Athanaſius, 
under the Arrian Reigns, for withitandivg the Arrian 


Confeſſion. I believe Ten will goa great way tn the 


rumber of the Biſhops, who then preterr'd: their 
Faith before their Poſleſſions z and yer, Sir, our Eng- 
liſh Athanaſius hath Five Biſhops, and had had [Seven 
to bear the blame with him of refuſing the Oarhs, 
had thoſe Two been now alive, whom in the {aſt Page 
of your Reply, you confeſs ro he eminent and: good 
Men. Was St, Pauls Caſe ever the worſe, beciuſe 
24 Men forſook him ar his firſt hearing ar Rome ?: Pray, 


Lg 


gainſt the Biſhops, iſ it were true,. thar they had no 
Partners with them in their Cauſe. Bur it is a moſt 
Impudent untruth; for ſeveral Lords, and other 
Gentlemen have refuſed the Oath, not to menrion 
Inferior Clergy-men, and Fellows, and Scholars of 
Colleges, who are below none of their Brethren, and 
Colleagues in rrue Merit. And though, Sir, you have 
no concern for them, yer many good Men Fave, and 
would before now have interceded for them, had they 
not been hinder'd by the Avarice and Ambition of 
ſome, who, it may be, as the Letter ſuggeſts, haue 
already caſt Lts for their Garments. . 

I am ſorry there is occaſion given to think, thar 
ſome Perſons, who ought to be free from this odious 
Imputation, lie under the ſuſpicion of itz and the 
beſt way to clear themſelves, will be now to ſhew their 
zeal and forwardneſs, in endeayouring to prevent the 
fall of their Brethren, unleſs the whole defign of your 
Paper be to ler the World know, that their Ruin is 
refolved upon; and thar they may not fall lamented 
and piried, to render them odious before hand. 

You have indeed formerly made many ſplendid,but 
empty Invective Declamations againſt Perſecution, 
without diſtinguiſhing of rheCauſes fuffering:Bur now, 
Sir, forgetting what you have written upon this as well 
as upon other SubjeAts, you can perſecute great and 
good Men with delight, and depreſs the Merits of their 
former Sufferings, even to nauſeouſneſs, reiling us 
plainly again, that you cannot brook their Commen- 
dation in the ſuperlative Degree, only (as you add) for 
not tahing the Oaths. Bur, Sir, this 1s another of 
your malicious Infinuations; for the Letter doth 
not make Encomiums on them for that. but for what 
they did and ſufter'd for che Nation, in that which you 
call the great and glorious Scene; and though his En- 
comiums are now and then in the Superlative, ver he 
makes no Compariſons, as you ſuggeſt 3 nor doth a 
Superlarive inirs nature imply Compariſons any more 
than the Pofirive Degree. Tf one, Sir, ſhould ſay, 
you are a myſt, or a very learned man, 1t doth not fol- 
low but Twenty more may be as Learned as zou, Bur 
it is no wonder, that the Praiſes of the good Biſhops 
in the Superlative ſhould fo gall you; for there are 
ſome Spirits as thirſty of Praiſe as Miſers are of Mo- 
ney, they cannor bear Rivals in Fame or Greatnels, 
bur wouid engroi%, if ic were poſſible, the fame of 
the whole World ; and think allche Honour that 1s gi- 
yen to others, eſpecially in the Superlative Degree, 
is ſo much taken from chemſelves. . 

L will now, Sir, accompany you to the Declara- 
tion ſiyned December 11th. 1588, and as you were 
ſo kind ro the Biſhops as ro make rhem Judges in 
their own Cauſcs; fo I will retura your civility upon 
you in making you Judge 11 yours: and in order 
to that, I ſhall 25k you a Queſtion or two, before I 
anſwer thoſe which you put to them. Was the 


Signing of the Declaration in that time of Cone 
A 2 fuſion 


Str, confider whara trifling Argument it would be a» | 
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fafion, a Deviation from their Duty, or nar? If it 


| were nor, then tiiey commirted no faultin doing of 


ir, bur are ſtill unblemiſhed. If it were, then in-_ 
deed they are culpable. Bur doth ir follow,- thar 


becauſe chey did one il] indeliberate ation = | 
ey 


ſurprize, and in great conſternation then, that t 
mult do a deliberate one, ren times worſe, now ? 
I can affure you, Sir, thoſe good, and learned 


Men are no ſuch looſe Caſuiſts: it is nor with them, 


over Shoes, over Boots; that is no Rule of Practice for 
them, whatſoever it may be for ſuch as you 3 nor dv 
they underitand the Modern way of correCting one 
error by another, and commitring a ſecond faulr to 


- Juſtifie a former, and a third to juſtifie them borh, 


- I ſhall nowsSir, truly and fairly ſtare that ation: 
and I am very confident -no <quirable Perſon will 
think ir needs any furcher Apology. 

Ar tharrime the King was withdrawn ; all his Ar- 
my ( which had nor deſerted ) disbanded; the Rab- 


: ble gor looſe from the Reins of Government; che 


common Safety endanger'd. Now under theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, was it a Deviation from their Duty ro 
apply themſelves to the P. of 0. who had, by his 
Declaration, ſer forth, That he had ns other Deſeonin 
his Undertaking, than to procure a Settlement of the Re- 
ligion, and of the Liberties and Properties of the Sub- 
jects, &c. And that he would refer all to a free Aſſembly 
of the Nation in a awful Parliament, And at that 
rime' the Prince being at the head of a Porent Army, 
had rhe ſole Power, anda fair opportunity of pre- 
ſerving che Publick Peace by taking the Government 
our of the hands of the riotous Mob, whoſe furious 
Inſolency, and growing Tumulrs threatned rhe like 
deſolation ro London and other parts of this Nation, 
that Maſſianello formerly brought upon Naples. 

And being under this incvicable neceflity of ma- 
king Application to the P. of 0. Thoſe good Bi- 
' ſhops intirely rruſting in his Highneſfſes good Inten- 
tions, did Sign that Declaration 3- the ſum of which 
'15, That they would aſſift him in obtaining ſuch a Parlia- 
ment, wherein our Laws and Liberties may be Sezcared, 
the Pao Intereſt Supported, to the glory of God, 
and the happineſs of the eſtabliſhed Government of theſe 
Kingdoms. 

Now, pray Sir, why ſhould thoſe Biſhops, having 
under thoſe Circumſtances Sign'd that Declaration, be 
anwilling to be judged for 1o doing, eirher by che 
Declaration ir ſelf, or by any Perſons whatſoever ? 
Bar certainly rhere are ſome in che World, who had 
need be cautious of paſſing Sentence on the Decla- 


X rations of other Men. Every reviling cenſure flies 


in their faces, who have manifeſtly and notoriouſly 
Deviated from their own Solemn Declarations and Sub- 
ſcriptions made deliberately in calmand ſedate times. 
And to anſwer the Queries you pur tothe Biſhops, 
I Reply, Thar I cannor conceive, thar by any rules 
in Logick it can be inferr'd, thar becauſe they decla- 
red to afliſt che P, of 0, in ohraining a Free Parlia- 
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ment, wherein the then TLaws, Bc. might be fe. 
cured, and the then Efabliſhed ——_— 
ſupported, they therefore judged that K. F. had 
Deſerted and Abdicated his Kingdom. 

| It js rrue he had withdrawn his Perſon : but doth 
every withdrawing of a King amount to a Deſertim 
and Abdication? Several of the Kings of England 
have withdrawn themſelves, and yet have not been 
thought ro have Abaicated'; as Edward the firſt did 

King Charles the firff, when he eſcaped our of Hamy- 
ton-Court, | King Charles the ſecond, when he left the 
Kingdom after Worceſter Fight. 

And I muſt tell you, Sir, chat ſeveral Perſons were 
of Opinion, that R. 7's SubjeRs in the Gereral-De. 
fe#in rather deferred him, than that the King &- 
ferted his SubjeRs. 

And ſome judictous Men, who have read your Let- 
rer, are inclined to believe, that you have very much 
juſtified K. 7's withdrawing himſelf , by the hints 
you give in what iminent danger his Perſon was; 
when you tell us of the Sword of Gideon, which was 
old Knox his Phraſe, and now is yours for the 
"Sword of War, the Regicides for the Sword of Ju 
tice, and fri as Hoſpinian tells us, for the 
Sword of Aſſaſſination : and I think ir is all cne both 
in Law, and Conſcience, which of the three Subjeds - 
unſhearh againſt their lawful King: and if K. 7. re- 
membring the fate of his Anceſtors, * play'd at br- 
peep with the Government ( as you moſt ſcurrilouſly 
call it ) ir was no more-than what had been done 
by ſome of them; and it had been well for others 
of them, if they could have done ſo too. 

You tell the Biſhops in an Ironie, full of your win- 
ted Veneration, that they have too much Gravity as well y,, 
as Underſtanding, to att their part in ſuch Boys-play. But 
can ſuch an excellent Hiſtorian as you forget, how 
often the whole Nation has a&ed their part in it, 
and God only knows how often they may a init 


again, Merhinks you, and ſome other * Authors * Nj 


might have more Gravity and Underſtanding, than to of th 
vent ſuch No@rines, and Principles, as tend to No- ren 
thing bur Bo-peep and Boys play in the Government: ns 
bur this is an Age, in which wonders are common, New 
and therefore I do nor admire to ſee wiſe Men, now rat 
advance Principles, and urge Arguments in their own 
Vindication, which they formerly confuted and cot- 
remn'd, | 

You alfo upbraid the Biſhops with (ying from Pa 
their Subſcriprions. Bur, Sir, in return to your Mann 
and your Men in the Parable, let me ask you two Que- 
ſtions: Are you ſure thar this Free Parliament iN 
which the Nation is ſo happy, is that Lawful Free 
Parliament, which they intended in the Declaration? 
or are you ſure they invited any man before, or courted 
any Man to reign over them, ſince the departure of K. 7? 
Methinks for the ſake of your dear Friends Een 
tial Nullity, you of all Men ſhould not have objeRted 


the former unto them z as to the latter, tho' you 
cannot 
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prove it,-yert it ſhall go upon the account of 
the Publick, which ag you fo often 
to make bold with rruch, 

In the nexr place _—_ ro diſcourſe with you 
abour rhe Docirine of Non-reſiftance, as you have 
raken occaſion to ſtate che Controyerfie from ſome 
kind wiſhes in the Letter, which che Biſhops Advo- 
cate, as you call the Auchor, doth not aferr, 'bur 
officiouſly propoſe, And firſt of all I obſerve from 
your way of managing the Diſpute. thar you rhink 
the taking of the new. Oarh, and. che Dodrine of 
Non-refiſiance are not fairly reconcilable: or elſe: 
ſurely you would nor be guilty .of ſuch a fooliſh 
Undertaking, as co atrempr the confuration of that 
Doarine, to induce the Biſhops to take the Oath. T have 
made this obſervation the rather, becauſe ſome of 
your Brerhren have wricten Books to perſwade the 
World there is no inconſiſtency between them 3 
and ſcem loth co give up that venerable Do&trine, 
which a Country-man of yours hach acknowledged 
to be a chouſand years older than thar of Reſiſtance. 
Bur before I come. to conſider - your Arguments, I 
muſt freely acknowledge ro you, that I am very 
much pre-judg'd againſt chem upon the ſcore of 
che Primitive Chriſtians, T mean » coy Ss old Chri- 
Rians of the Empire, who knew all thoſe Maximes 
and Diſtin&tions from whence you argue, as well as 
you do now, and yet never made uſe of any one 
of them in the moſt grievous Perſecutions to juſti- 
fie Reſiſting of the Sovereign Authority. | 

They knew that ſal Populi, the Peoples ſafety, 
&c. was a Maxime of their own Government; and 
that Government was not inſtituted for aggrandizing one 
ſingle Perſon or Family, but for the Safety of the 
Publick 3 and that Kings are for the People, and mt 
the People for Kings. They knew as well as: you 
that Hiſtory of the Maccabees, and the Obligation of 
the fourth Commandment, and the Diſtin&ion be- 
twixt the Letter and Moral Equity and Defign of 
a Law; and yet, as an Author, which you have read, 
obſerves, they never rais'd one Tumult in the long- 
eſt and hotteſt Perſecution; parcicularly in: that 
moſt bloody and barbarous one of Galerimzs Max, 
when he ceaſing to govern as a Roman Emperour, 
endeavour'd to make the Senate and People perfe&t 
ſlaves, and utterly deprive them of all Liberry and 
Property by introducing the Perſzan Government. 
In this attempt to ſubvert the Fundamencal 'Con- 
ſtirution of the Empire from Civil to Slaviſh, the 
Chriſtians ſuffer'd nor only as Chriſtians upon the ac- 
count of Religion, but in common with their fellow 
SubjeQs: and you are (1 ſuppoſe ) ſo well ac- 
qQuainted with # little Book of LaFantius, that de- 
rides that Scene of Tyranny, that I need nor tran- 
ſcribe his Deſcription of ir, but only ask in your 
®"n Phraſe, and upon your own Principles, was it 
Teaſonable they ſhould then periſh, becauſe they did nor 
reſiſt? Dare you ſay, they choſe their own deſtrution, 


and betray'd themſelves and their R:UIigion, or that the) 


made themſelves as wiſe Martyrs for the Fifth Command* 
ment, as the Jews did for the Fourth before the De- 
cree of Matrathias? Where was your ſword of Gideon 
then; and why did they not tura ative Maccabees, 
that God might have bleft them with miraculous vito= 
ries ? Or was it, that they were ignorant of your 
Maximes and DiſtinQionsz which, if they could 
juſtifie Subje&s raking up Arms againſt their Sove- 
reign, would have juſtified ic then as well as now? 
Wherefore I conclude from che PraQice of the Pri- 
micive Chriſtians, thar there is ſome defeQ or error 
in your way of reaſoning upon chis ſubje 3 and ac- 
cordingly I find ir all overthrown in five Pages of 
the Hiftery of Paſſive Obedience ( which you are con- 
cern'd in honour co anſwer ) 
gumenr for Diſpenſing with the Fifrh, as well as the 
Fourth Commandment, upon that diſtin2imn of the 
Letter from the moral Equity and Deſign of the Law. 
Ir is cercainly much for your Intereſt, and the Peace 
of your: Conſcience (if. ir be not yer ſeared ) tha 
the Parallel berwixt theſe rwo Caſes and Com- 
mandments ſhould be exacy true. Bur to deal plain- 
ly wich you, I can ſcarce believe you think' ſo your 
elf, for the following reaſons, : | 

1, Becauſe, as to the Power of Diſpenſing, there 
is a mighty Difference between a Poſitzve, and a Na- 
tural Law ; but you confound them together in your 
diſcourſe, for after that you had proved, that the 
Poſitive Precepts of the Decalogue have been, and 
may be Diſpenſed with, of which you give ſome 


Inftances in rhe Sabbath z then you conclude thac _ 


rhe Fifrh Commandment, which is a Natural Pre- 


cept, may in like manner be diſpens'd with too. - 


Bur this is a mighry Inconſequence 3 becaufe the 
Matter of a Poſitzve Precept is in ic (elf Indifferenr, 
and becomes a dury meerly becauſe *ris command» 
ed: bur in a Natural Precept the matter 15 neceſ- 
ſary, and is therefore commanded becauſe it was an 
anrecedent Dury 3 and therefore, as you obſerve, 
the ſaving of the life of an Ox cr an Aſs was preferr'd 
before the Obſervation of the Sabbath, bur I ho 

you will not ſay char we make as bold with the 
Fifch Commandment as ſave an Ox or an Aſs, This 
very Inſtance may convince you, that there is a 
great difference berween theſe two Preceprs 5 and 
therefore though our Lord blamed the Jews for 
adhering ſo ſtriQly to the Lerrer or Ritualiry of the 


excepting your Ar-, 
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former, yer he blamed them more for eluding the ” F 


rigour of the latter by the Vow or Oath Corban. And > 2 ; 
the reaſon is evident; for in the Fifth Command-- ©. 


ment, as in all other Natural Precepts, the More- 
liry or Defign of the Commandment lies in the 
literal ſenſe; but the Morality or Deſign of the 
Fourth, as in all other pure poſitive Inſticurions, of- 
ren happens to be contrary to the Letter of itz and 
then, as you obſerve, we muſt ſtick ro the defign of 
the Law againſt the Letter of ir. Buc this Diſtint- 
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--on hath no place in Natural Precepts, and particu- 
larly in the Fifch Commandment, where the duty 
'rcſults from the relation, and cannot he ſeparated 
” from it, bur muſt hold as long as that doth. I ſay 
the duty of the Fifth Commandment reſulrs from 
| the relation, which Children and Subje&s have to 
” the Natural and Polirick Farther, which is rhe Right- 
| ful Sovereign of every Government: and' as long as 
| he remains Righrful Sovereign, ſo long Non-refiſtance 
- or Submiſſion is due unto him upon rhe ſcore of So- 
| wercignty, from which ic cannot be preſcinded ſo 
mach as inthoughtr. 

I confeſs in ſome Governments the Foundarion of 
- the relation is Temporary and Conditional , and 
| then the relation upon the expiring of that time, 
or the breach of thoſe Conditions, is ſeparated from 
 thePecrſon ; butin perperual uncondirional Govyern- 
ments ( ſuch as I rake ours to be ) rhe relation can- 
nor be ſeparated from the Perfon as long as he lives, 
- aunleſs he really Abdicates the Government; and by 
conſequence the duries of ſubjeQion, reſulting from 
that relation , muſt be his perpetual. indiſpenſable 
Right z and, among the reft, the duty of Submiſſion 
and Non-reſiſtance, which in the Scripture we find 
preſſed upon the Chriſtians in the Reigns of Princes, 
who, co uſe the New Diſtintion, were under the 
-. greareſt Moral Incapacity, ruling as if the People were 
made for Kings, withour any, or very little regard. 
ro the Publick Safery, which was then, as well as 
now, the end of Government, and the rule by which 
Princes ought tro Govern. - 

In like manner, as I ſhew'd before, the Primitive 
Chriſtians, who undoubredly underſtood the di tie; of 
Princes, were fubje&t ro the moſt barbarous Ty- 
rants, and in the moſt bloody Perſecurions, and yet 
never preſum'd to Diſpenſe with the Fifth, as Mat- 
rathias did with the Fourch Commandment ; which, 
I doubt nor but they would have Diſpenſed with ro 
ſave the life of a Dog or Cart, 

I think, Sir, T have ſaid encugh to ſhew what a Ca- 
ſuiſt you are, if Iſhould ſay no more 3. but to ſhew 
a farther diſparity betwixt theſe two Caſes I deſire to 
ask you a Queſtion or two. 

I. Do you think thoſe Fews would have preſum'd 
£0 have diſpenſed with the Fourth Commandment, 
if there had been another additional Law to make ic 
High Treaſon, and the Tranſgreſſion of it preſent Ex- 
cifon of the Perſon thar was the Tranſgreflor, and 
loſs of all the priviledges of ri;e Covenant to his Po- 
ſterity 3 and moreover that your dictinction berween 
the Moral Equity and Literal Senſe, upon which fome 
in former times had preſum'd to tranſgreſs it, had 
been dcclared Traiterous and Damnaole, as the 
Diſtin&tion of the Spencers was 3 and thar after 
this again, upon a pretence of diipenſing with it for 
che publick ſafery not many Years before, it had 
been declared, that ir was not lawful to recede from 
zhe Litrcral Scnſe upon any pretence whatſoever, 
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tharneirher the Sanhegrim, nor the People, nor bo 
together had any right to diſpenſe with it or _ 


to pretend to the ſame, though rhe contrary had been 


praiſed. 'I ſay, upon ſuppoſition of all this 
Mattathias and the . Fews ne diſpenſed —_ 
Fourth Commandment 2 

.2. I deſire tro know they would have diſpenſed 
wich it, upon ſuppoſition , that receding from the 
Lirceral Senſe would have been more pernicious to 
them and their Country, than keeping tric to the 
Lerrer of it? Let us ſuppoſe, thar by doing ſo they 
had entail'd a long inteſtine War upon the Nation, 
which would have coft ir Twenty ſuch Armies, an! 
miſerably watted their Country, and thereby made 
the Pity or Scorn of all other Nations. I ſay, upon 
ſuppoſition all che Calamities would have attended 
them that uſually follow upon reſiſting the Supreme 
Authority, and ſerting up one Sovercign in a Go- 
vernment againſt another, whether you think they 
would then have diſpenſed with the litteral Obſerya- 
tion of the Sabbath Day ? Common Prudence di- 
recs all Men of two Evils to chooſe the leſs, and to 
forbear the Remedy, as our Church ſpeaks on this Sub- 
ze, when it is worſe than the Diſeaſe, 


Sir, When I refle& upon theſe plain Difterences , 
between theſe two Caſes; I cannot help thinking, jo; 


that you want either Skill or Probity, or it may be 
ſomething of both to make you a. good Caſuiſt : 
Burt be it one or the other or both, I pray God de- 
tver his Law from ſuch Expoſitors, his Church from 
ſuch Paſtors, and all good Children and SubjeRs from 
ſuch Spiritual Guides, However it ſeems you have 
a great Opinion of your ſelf, and as mean a one of 
the Biſhops, if you think they can be perſwaded to 


take the Oaths by your weak Arguments, as you truly Paz 


call them in ove Period, tho your modeſty preſent- 
ly forgetting that humble Figure, in the next Period 
ro It you call one of them a Downright Demonitration, 
The Argument is this, Either it is lawful to obey K, 
W. or it is not ? If it is lawful, then why may n:t ary 
one ſwear he will a» ſo? Now Sir, to this Argument 
the Underſtanding of any ordinary Curate will re- 
rurn this Anſwer. In ſome things it js lawful to obey 
K. W. and in ſome things it is not; and one of thoſe 
things in which I think it not lawful ro obey him, 
is taking the Oath. Otherwiſe thus 3 In ſome Caſes 
and Circumſtances I think ir lawful ro obey Ik W. 
and' in others I do not : now ſo far as I canobey him, 
ſo far I will ſwear to obey him 5. burif 1 ſhould rake 
the Oath, I think I ſhould ſwear to obey kim further 
than I oughr ; and therefore that I may not ſwear 
falſely to him, which would be Perjury in the AQ 
nor break my former Oath, which I think would be 
Perjury in the Obje&, I will not ſwear at all. 


So much in reply, Sir, to your Downright De- 
morſtratim, which you ſtole out of the Paſtor! 


Letter ; and what right you. have ro ſical oe 
LES 
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Folks Arguments, -and not cire them for it, you can 
ſt rell, : = 

wo your Arguments to the Biſhops to induce 
them ro take the Oarh 3 you ſay, that if they real- 
ty flumble at it, then it is reaſonable for them to give 
as god ſecurity to the Government, as if they had ta- 
ben it. | . 

I know not, Sir, what Secarity you mean : but cer- 
tainly the approved peaceable Temper, and quiet Diſ- 
tuition of thoſe pious good Biſhops, and ſeveral other 
truly Conſcientious Perſons, who had racher part with 
their Livelihoods than violate their Conſciences by 
taking che Oachs now impoſed, is a far betrer Secu- 
rity to the Government then the Oaths of either in- 
confiderate, or 'raſh turbulent Spirits, or ſelf-inte- 
reſted Perſons; who to promote or ſecure their Se- 
cular Tntereſt, will (as ſome of them formerly haye 
taken both the Covenant and Engagement ) ſwallow a- 
ny Oaths, though never ſo apparently contradictory 
to their formerly Avowed Principles, Solemn Decla- 
rations and Subſcriptions 3 or than the Oarhs of ſome 
pretendly Scrupulous, and Tender-conſciencd Men, 
who by their | Eluſory Declarations and nice Diſtin#ti- 
ms endeavour to make yoid the obligation of rhe 
late Oaths, : ; 

You cannot but have heard, how inſignificant ma- 
ny Men have made the Oath wich their Declarations 3 
and how many Books, which are written for the ta- 
king of it, have by their Expoſitions made it almoſt 
\ndl- of no uſe to the Government. A late Book write 

ten upon this Subje@, is pu: liſhed to perſwade us, 
v thatthe Oath only obliges rhoſe that take ir, to 
* ſerve their Majeſties in Matters that are for the 
Publick Good, bur nor injuriouſly to R. 7. and that rhe 
Fealry and Allegiance ſworn to them, is not 1ncon- 
 fiſtent with that which is ſworn to him; and he wiſhes 
+ that the Parliament would in a Judicial manner ſo 

explain ir, and for the publick Good I wiſh ſo roo. : 

Thus much by way of Apology for the Non Swear- 

ers, in anſwer to your candid Suggeſtions ; after which 

having wiped your Mouth, you call chem again Ex-+ 
, Cellent Perſons, And wiſh they might continue in their 
Stations which they ſo well become : Bur this is no ſoon- 
er out, but in the next Paragraph you foam agen ; for 
there they are guilty of Fa#iom and Schiſm in the Nation, 
and have been the occaſion of the expence of ſo much Trea- 
fure and blood, Now, Sir, as to Fa&ion and Schiſm in a 
Nation, it is juſt as it is in the Church : thoſe who 
are notthe Cauſes of ir, cannot be guilty of it 3 and 
whether the Biſhops and others chat refuſe rhe Oath: 
are a FaQtious and Schiſmarical part of the Nation, I 


one 


refer you to the late ColleFion out of Judge Hales his: 

Pomponivs Atticus in reference to Fafttons that ariſe in 

a State or Kingdom. 1 refer you to this Paper, be-: 

cauſe all the World knows you have a particular Ve-: 

neratzon for that ſudges Memory 3 who indeed was a : 

moſt pdicious Lawyer, a good Patrior, and a very : 
al 


And thenas to their being the Occafion of: ſomuch $ 
Bloodfhed in Ireland, you might with as much reaſow. | 
have imputed it to their refuſing the Declaration, and ? 
their being ſent to the. Tower ; Bur, ic ſeems, as. # 
ſome Men ryeated Charles the Firſt of Bleſſed Memo» | 
ry, ſo you creat the Biſhops : they were in Profeſſion | 
his moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subj<&s, bur.that they 
might make the People to hare him, they imputed all |} 
the Bloodſhed.in Treland to his Majeſty 3 and juſt ſo | 
the Biſhps are Reverend Perſons, for wham you have as | 
great and true aVeneration, as any can pretend to, but you 
lay the Blood ſhed in Ireland ar their Doors to make 
the People hate them. Bur, God be thanked, it is 
ſomewhar too late to raiſe the Rabble uponthem ; and 
all che World knows the not reducing of Treland with- 
out Bloodfhed is owing tc other Cauſes ; neverthe- 
leſs, Sir, rhe Biſhops are beholding to you for making 
them the occaſion of itz and when God ſhall make 
Inquiſition for that Blood, it will be happy for you, 
if you be found as innocent and free from the guilr 
of it, as they are, I know they have Charity enough 
ro forgive you, though you know what you do:. 
Bur, Sir, God will not forgive-you; unleſs you can 
bring your ſelſ ro ſuch a Temper, as to ask their Par-- 
don, and make them amends for the Injuries you have 
done,unto them; for in the ſame Period, by rhe help» 
of your old Seryanr But,- you alſo impure the refuſing, 
of the Oath to humour, and repreſenc their deprivati- 
on as their own Choice : And indeed it was their own. 
Choice, as their going to the Tower was, and rhey 
alſo deprive themſelves, as you expreſs itz and fo their: 
old Friends the R. C's ſaid they ſent rhemſelves to- 
the Tower. Unfortunate Men! thar,are filll ſo benc 
upon their own Ruin ; and why, ſaid anorher of their- 
back Friends, ſhould we pity Men that will not pity 
themjelves ? | 

Then with all the Cjvility in the World you go a- 
bout ro tell them, that the People (forſooth) will. 
not be ſo ſenſible of their worth, as to be concerned. 
for their Sufferings, and that they are miſtaken in 
the compurarion in the number of their Friends,. as 


.K. F. was of his by the Addreſſes to him. Bur, Sir, 


how abſurd and incongruous is your Comparifon : for 
when RK: 7. received the Addrefles, he was in the 
height of his Majeſty as King 3 bur theſe Biſhops e- 
ver fince the Revolution have been in their Declenfion, 
and ſince the firſt of A»guſt looked upon as Men who - 
are nor of this World; and if any, either Clergy-men 
or Lay-men , have fince expreſt their Duty and 
concern for them, they have no reaſon to ſu- 
ſpe their Sincerity, bur on the contrary to believe, 
that they are their Friends in realiry as well as pre- 
rence. No, Sir, they are'the Men of Grearneſs, and the 
Favourites of Princes, who have moſt reaſon ro fear 
rhar they are our in their Computation ; and it it were 
not to gratifie ſome Mens Vanity by the Compariſon, 
I would beg leave to mind them of Cardinal Woolſey ; 
for if eyer they fall but half as low as he did, they 
WI 
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as nwch out in their Accoutit, Ra Ser roi 1 wiſh: "ſore. Venerable: Men, \ hee 
y the Biſhops were in the munber Repurarions are Y recoverable , would confider 
t take the Oaths, and have. what reaſon there is xo follow his Example: bur if 
uc'd, as yourell us the Church they ſhall rhink 

ie ſhall rhink ir their Duty nevertheleſs to adhere 


- 7 have now, Sit, run-th 
AVE een which 1 ſhould 


* an "_ 


new Rerinue | 
49g whe Drift _ x0 o one fg) Perſon 3 and*rhen 
"fm r Clients and who ipt before, will a old and Mctropoliran, then It ſhall be 
d afar of, and a fay lke rhoſe of n_ .+ difpured upon rue Cacholick Principles, on whick ſide 
[0,00 the Shiſta lies. 
| ro your! Lerter 3 andlcaft 


oat car or fi 
Fi lene up to thei | Ch bt =D | 
re is no 1c: : Bedelf's Letter 19. Þ. 444- 
true, neither would there BE: ns any, tho tho or rather Hiſt. of Paſſrve  Obed."p..96. Letter td. Mr, 
ou had not come ong them : bu bo chr any ered Thevenot, Þ- 32+ Colleft- of 1B. Papers, þ. 56+. Vindica- 


radox ro my belief. -- 
will 'be ied by SiG 1 would have fet rhem Ny ny in Words at 
th, but that. I w#s was afraid tO rreſpoſs! roo much up: 


Men worthy, if nor by wortlty Men : Andastothoſe 
in the Two laſt on your Parience 3 and if I have done ſo, I beg yout 


d, if they ty ty and-par 
to « failing, and by all the Veneration 


(as ſome I hear are wh in 
Sees 3 fot ian and - excellent erſons, char 1 am 


yo She - _y depriver | wie the NPIS of & 
Emperor ynod of od. AD not reconcile them and Humble .Servant 
hich Enſebius Emiſenus foreſce- Ds 


ing, prudently declined the Biſhoprick when it was 


0 


tion of the Authority, &c. in four Conferences, m Li 


eft ro you by all that P artiali- Pap 


Two Perſons, who have ſucceeded 
1 chat it would have Pardon for it, and proteſt © 
:-ular Aﬀetion which 10% , have for the Biſhop! 
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